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PART 1301—FREEDOM OF 
INFORMATION 

Sec. 
1301.1 General. 
1301.2 Information made available. 
1301.3 Publication in the FEDERAL REG-

ISTER. 
1301.4 Public inspection and copying. 
1301.5 Requests for Council records. 
1301.6 Responsibility for responding to re-

quests for Council records. 
1301.7 Timing of responses to requests for 

Council records. 
1301.8 Responses to requests for Council 

records. 
1301.9 Classified information. 
1301.10 Requests for business information 

provided to the Council. 
1301.11 Administrative appeals. 
1301.12 Fees for processing requests for 

Council records. 

AUTHORITY: 12 U.S.C. 5322; 5 U.S.C. 552. 

SOURCE: 77 FR 21629, Apr. 11, 2012, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1301.1 General. 
This subpart contains the regulations 

of the Financial Stability Oversight 
Council (the ‘‘Council’’) implementing 
the Freedom of Information Act 
(‘‘FOIA’’), 5 U.S.C. 552, as amended. 
These regulations set forth procedures 
for requesting access to records main-
tained by the Council. These regula-
tions should be read together with the 
FOIA, which provides additional infor-
mation about this topic. 

§ 1301.2 Information made available. 
(a) General. The FOIA provides for ac-

cess to records developed or main-
tained by a Federal agency. The provi-
sions of the FOIA are intended to as-
sure the right of the public to informa-
tion. Generally, this section divides 
agency records into three major cat-
egories and provides methods by which 
each category of records is to be made 
available to the public. The three 
major categories of records are as fol-
lows: 

(1) Information required to be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER (see 
§ 1301.3); 

(2) Information required to be made 
available for public inspection and 
copying or, in the alternative, to be 
published and offered for sale (see 
§ 1301.4); and 

(3) Information required to be made 
available to any member of the public 
upon specific request (see §§ 1301.5 
through 1301.12). 

(b) Right of access. Subject to the ex-
emptions and exclusions set forth in 
the FOIA (5 U.S.C. 552(b) and (c)), and 
the regulations set forth in this sub-
part, any person shall be afforded ac-
cess to records. 

(c) Exemptions. (1) The disclosure re-
quirements of 5 U.S.C. 552(a) do not 
apply to certain records which are ex-
empt under 5 U.S.C. 552(b); nor do the 
disclosure requirements apply to cer-
tain records which are excluded under 5 
U.S.C. 552(c). 

(2) Even though a FOIA exemption 
set forth in 5 U.S.C. 552(b) may apply to 
the record requested, the Council may, 
if not precluded by law, elect under the 
circumstances of that request not to 
apply the exemption. The fact that an 
exemption is not applied by the Coun-
cil in response to a particular request 
shall have no precedential significance 
in processing other requests. This pol-
icy does not create any right enforce-
able in court. 

§ 1301.3 Publication in the Federal 
Register. 

Subject to the application of the 
FOIA exemptions and exclusions (5 
U.S.C. 552(b) and (c)) and subject to the 
limitations provided in 5 U.S.C. 
552(a)(1), the Council shall state, pub-
lish and maintain current in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER for the guidance of the 
public: 

(a) Descriptions of its central and 
field organization and the established 
places at which, the persons from 
whom, and the methods whereby, the 
public may obtain information, make 
submittals or requests, or obtain deci-
sions; 

(b) Statements of the general course 
and method by which its functions are 
channeled and determined, including 
the nature and requirements of all for-
mal and informal procedures available; 

(c) Rules of procedure, descriptions of 
forms available or the places at which 
forms may be obtained, and instruc-
tions as to the scope and contents of 
all papers, reports, or examinations; 

(d) Substantive rules of general ap-
plicability adopted as authorized by 
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